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A few words from Pastor Ray 

What a beautiful day!  We must be in spring, and 
readying to turn the corner toward summer.  The 
sunshine is warm, the grass is growing, the 
gardeners are faithfully in the Community 
Garden, and everyone’s desiring to have their 
meetings outside as often as possible!  I hope 
that you are grabbing a few moments to enjoy 
this great season we are in.  Speaking of being in 
seasons, I have recently sensed that we are in 
one of our purest seasons of ministry that I have 
engaged in here at Roxborough Church.  From 
top to bottom, soup to nuts, it just seems like 
God is showing his favor to us and blessing us.  I 
have personally experienced a sense of renewal 
toward my call to preach and teach.  I have sat in 
some of the most divine oriented conversations 
with staff in shaping their vision for ministry and 
discerning their future plans.  We had a great 
holy week celebration on Maundy Thursday 
followed by a life giving service of worship on 
Easter Sunday.  Honestly church, God is up to 
something and I am LOVING witnessing what He 
is doing.  Please take a few moments to enjoy all 
that the Lord is doing in our midst through our 
great church. 
 
With Spring upon us, there are a few important 
dates and invites to pass along.  Our 
first Sunday in May will be a special hour of 
worship as the Elders of our church share a bit of 
their vision and hopes for ministry, specifically for 

ministry in partnership with The Philadelphia 
Project.  This will be a Sunday that you do not 
want to miss.  It is the intention of the session to 
equip us, the church, to find great ways to plug in 
and serve, along with ways that we can continue 
to support our ministry partnership with TPP.  At 
the end of the month, we will welcome the 
summer intern staff who will be serving with us 
for the summer.  Let the excitement build… 
 
I am excited to share that we have picked our 
next date for baptisms at the Creek.  Sunday June 
11th, following the worship service we will head 
to the Creek to offer baptisms for anyone that 
may be interested in declaring their faith in Jesus 
Christ.  If you or someone you know is interested 
in being baptized, please contact me directly 
(Pastorray@roxboroughchurch.org) so that we 
can talk through this great opportunity. 
 
With all of the blessings coming down around us 
these days, I am very grateful to share in them 
with each of you.  God is doing something great.  
Please do not miss the opportunity to celebrate 
Him and to celebrate all that He is doing. 
 
Blessed to serve the church, blessed to be your 
Pastor. 
 
 Pastor Ray 
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Birthdays 
 

May 

 5/13 Michelle Garcia 

 5/26 Kathy Pryor 

 5/31 Vince Hillanbrand 
 

June 

 6/9 Krista Sue Becker 

 6/9    Janet  Cabibbo 

 6/11 Emilia Cropf 

 6/11 Shirley LaCrosse 

 6/15 Barbara Hause 

 6/19 Carole Gourlay 

 6/21 Robyn Mueller 

 6/29 Dustin Bennett 

 

 
If your birthday has not been listed, please contact the 

church office, we would like to include everyone on our 

Birthday List! 

 

 
 

- Pastor Ray & Michelle Garcia 
 

It is a bit crazy to think that 5 years have gone 

by…but they have.  In 2017 it is our prayer and 

desire to really get to know our church. Outside 

of my office is a calendar that has available days 

marked in “yellow.” Write your name on one of 

those days and plan on having a meal together 

with us.  We can come together with or without 

kids. Dine in or meet up at a restaurant. Our 

hope is to really just get to know you. To sit 

together and share our stories, to talk and laugh 

and to journey in Christ together in 2017! We 

can not wait, and we hope you feel the same 

way.  Sign up today. 
  

 

Newsletter Deadline  
 

The deadline for submitting articles and  

information to be included in the MAY/JUNE 

2017 edition of  the Roxborough Church 

Newsletter is Monday, June 26
th

. 
 

 

 
Table Talk 
-Amy Karl, Food Ministry Coordinator 
  

The Table has received a grant to fund a Walk-In 

Freezer.  Finding a walk in freezer within our price range 

has proven to be no easy task.  Most of what we could 

find was not affordable. Finally, there was a gem found 

through Craig’s List, and it looks as though it is just what 

we are looking for. The walk-in will be fully installed 

next to the Walnut Room steps to the playground by May 

15.  Thank you WW Smith for the grant in order to afford 

this wonderful addition to The Table. 
 

During April we partnered with Easter Outreach. Easter 

Outreach is a mission at Liberty Church, who funded 

5,000 Easter Ham meals with dry boxes through the help 

of Philadelphia and surrounding churches and pantries.  

We traveled to Metro Presbyterian in East Falls on 

Saturday the 8th to unload a U-Haul truck of donated 

items, returned the next Tuesday to pack up dry boxes, 

and Saturday to pick up and distribute the Easter Hams 

and dry boxes.  We were able to hand out 185 hams and 

dry boxes to guests from The Table, Elder Diner, and 

others from our neighborhood.  The pictures included 

Tuesday’s dry box packing event and Saturday’s 

distribution at the rear of the driveway.  Thank you Easter 

Outreach! 
 

Thank you for your continued donations and prayers.  

Keep them both coming.  Our immediate needs are 

hygiene items like body wash, shampoo, toothpaste, and 

single tooth brushes.  We always need jelly, spaghetti 

sauce, diced tomatoes, resealable gallon baggies and 

resealable sandwich baggies. 
 

In May we look forward to meeting the interns who will 

be working with us for the summer months.  And in June 

we look forward to having weekly groups come through 

The Philadelphia Project to help out on Thursdays.  If you 

have time and would like to get involved, there are so 

many opportunities than to just help on Thursdays.  We 

have daytime & evening pick ups, along with pantry and 

elder diner set up times. 
 

ELDER DINER 
Elder Diner - always the first Monday of the month. 

May 1 - May Day 

June 5 - Everyone’s Birthday 

July 3 - No meeting, we’ll see you on Tuesday July 4th at  

              Gorgas Park for a cookout after the parade. 

August 7 - Lazy Hazy days of summer. 
 

 

 



 

 
Roxy Kidz & 

R.U.S.H. Kids 
- Jahlil Davis-Green 

Interim Children’s Director 
 
 

I must say it is crazy how much time flies. It 

honestly feels like just a week ago that I was 

beginning this position here at Roxborough, 

becoming acquainted with my role, and learning 

how to be most effective during my time. Now, I 

am just two short months away from the end of my 

time here and while it will be hard to leave behind, I 

am incredibly glad to have had this amazing 

opportunity. 

 

I have seen a lot of growth in the students 

who participate in the Children’s Ministry here at 

Roxborough Church. From Children’s Church here 

on Sunday’s to RUSH every other Friday kids in 

this community are learning more and more about 

who God is and about how amazingly life altering a 

relationship with Jesus Christ can be. I find myself 

in awe of what God is capable of doing through 

them. It is awesome to see small things like kids 

being excited because they remember the memory 

verse. It is even more amazing to see kids being 

genuinely convicted by their sin and having a 

growing desire to live changed lives. Only God and 

His word are capable of doing these things. I am 

just glad that I can be a witness to the work He is 

doing.  

 

Speaking of the work that God is doing, I 

have to, of course, talk about this year’s Easter Egg 

Hunt. IT WAS FANTASTIC!!! I must say it was a 

lot of work making sure that our Easter Egg Hunt 

was the best possible event it could have been. It  

 

was easy to feel the weight of the event because we 

knew the possibility of the number of people we 

could get. Thinking about that could be very much 

overwhelming. However, when you consider the 

bigger picture that many families could have their 

first introduction to who Jesus Christ is it makes 

every stressful moment so much worth it. I am 

excited to report that about 200 kids and over 300 

people in total came to this year’s Easter Egg Hunt 

and heard about Jesus through the “Parable of the 

Lost Sheep.” The message was complete with a skit 

and a celebration to remind us all of how exciting it 

is for those who were lost to be found in Christ. 

None of this could have been accomplished without 

the help of the church. We had over 30 volunteers 

help on the day of the event and many more who 

provided candy and other resources. THANK YOU! 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

 

In the near future we plan to have a few 

smaller scale events for our kids. RUSH will be 

having an all-nighter where we will be going out to 

do some fun activities and spending the night at the 

church. We also will have another family event to 

be announced soon so be on the lookout! 

 

In the short time that I have left I will 

continue to be faithful to the call to lead this 

Children’s Ministry well in the hopes of setting the 

next person up to thrive and take the ministry to 

places it has never been. I hope to continue to grow 

the ministry team with energetic and engaging 

people who love kids and will add to the kids’ 

growth as well as the growth of the church. I know 

that God has many more great things in store for our 

Children’s Ministry here that I could not even begin 

to imagine. I trust that God will put in place the 

right person to step into this role.  

 

As for me, from here I will begin my time 

with Teach For America on June 22nd here in 

Philly. I will be teaching middle school science at 

Young Scholars Charter School and I know that I 

will be well prepared for my time there because of 

what God has used me to do here. With that said, 

thank you all so much for your love and support! 

  



Youth Update from 

Pastor Matt Hillanbrand 
 

Sad Realities 

 I write this article a week after hearing about the 

sad news of a high school girl having committed 

suicide as a result of cyber bullying. Now this girl 

lived in the western Philly metro area and was very 

active in a youth group that loves teens very well. I 

was sitting with a group of youth pastors last week 

and this was crushing. She wasn’t my student, nor 

have I ever met her that I am aware of, but the reality 

is that this has actually effected our students and my 

ministry. Some students heard about it at their school 

and teachers discussed the matter with them. One 

student knew her and was deeply saddened by the loss 

of a friend. We have discussed with our students the 

hope that we 

have in Christ 

and the healing 

he can bring 

for those who 

may have been 

bullied or 

abused. We 

reminded them 

of who they 

are (image-bearer of God) and Whose they are 

(God’s). We discussed with them that they do not 

deserve to be treated in that way and the steps that 

need to be taken if they are victimized. We also gave 

warnings and ramifications of bullying, both legally 

and biblically. This was a heavy topic, but we deeply 

needed to talk about it.  

 

 Church, we (not just youth group but the whole 

church) need to be a place that helps kids and adults 

alike, that gives people the opportunity to meet the 

Great Physician. We need to be a place that loves 

deeply and helps in God’s process of helping make 

people whole in Christ Jesus. One of our leaders 

pointed out that too often we hear of these types of 

things that we become numb because they seem to be 

a new normal. We can not become numb or 

indifferent to these things. As God’s church, we have 

a great responsibility to “stand in the gap” for these 

people. We need to remember the words of the 

prophet Micah and live by them: “Seek justice, love 

mercy, and 

walk humbly 

with your 

God”.  

 

 Let’s fight 

this good fight 

together and 

be a church 

that helps 

hurting people 

meet Jesus.  

 

Continued Prayer 

Church I am currently praying and looking for 4 

adults (2 men and 2 women) to join us in serving our 

students on Sunday evenings. If serving middle school 

or high school students seems like a dream ministry to 

you, then we are the right place for you to serve!  

Please email me at youth@roxboroughchurch.org for 

more info.  

 

Think Christianly   

 For the entire spring semester of this school year, 

we are taking our students through a journey of 

cultivating a biblical worldview and we are calling the 

spring series “Think Christianly”. Think Christianly is 

the title of a book by Jonathan Morrow in which we 

are going through and learning about many tough 

issues that we as believers must have a firm 

foundation on in order to tell our neighbors what God 

has to say about these topics and how we are to live. It 

covers such topics as pluralism, bioethics, how to 

interact someone of a different culture, gender issues, 

social media and more. Please pray of our leaders and 

students as we navigate through understanding how 

God wants us to view the world.  

 

End of Spring/ Early Summer Schedule 

IGNITE: Sundays at 6pm 

Guys Small Group: Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 

Car Washes: May 6, June 3, June 17 @ 10 AM 

Pancakes with Mom: May 13 @ 9:30 AM 

Student Sunday: May 14 @ 10:30 AM 

Last Ignite: June 11 

 

I pray that you find hope, comfort, rest, strength, trust 

and joy in the Lord and that you would become more 

and more like Christ. 

mailto:youth@roxboroughchurch.org


 

One of the new 

songs we have 

introduced into our  

service is a song 

entitle "Grace That 

Won't Let Go" by 

Mark Harris  

and Thomas 

Miller. I was 

fortune enough  to 

see the composers 

of the song 

perform it live at the last worship conference I 

attended and it was powerful. This song reminds us 

that the grace of God can conquer anything that 

comes up in life. I think the song expresses some 

great biblical truths. I would encourage you to take 

a listen to it soon. I have included the lyrics below 

for you to read and reflect upon. I hope that this 

song is a blessing to you as you read and sing it 

together as a church.   
 

 

GRACE THAT WON'T LET GO  
(GRACE AMAZING) 
 

Verse 1 

Sometimes I'm strong sometimes I'm weak 

Sometimes I fall in my wandering 

But through it all there's just one thing 

More precious than the air I breathe 
 

Chorus 

Grace amazing grace unfailing 

Grace that saves my soul 

Grace unending grace unrelenting 

Grace that won't let go 
 

Verse 2 

You took our sin You took our stain 

You took our guilt now there is no shame 

This our reward eternal crown 

The endless song how sweet the sound 
 

Bridge 

Grace greater than our past 

Deeper than our pain stronger than our sin 

Your love forever it will last 

Your blood will always save 

Grace will always win 

 

- Joel Bielefeldt, TPP Director of Missions 

 

 

Looking back over the past three months I give 

thanks to God for the great works that He has 

been doing through The Project.  I thought that it 

would be fun to take a look at some different 

numbers over that time span.   

+ 

182 - volunteers served with us 
 

 

4 - colleges sent students to serve with us for an 

alternative spring break 
 

 

7 - of our homeowners had work done in their 

homes 
 

 

12 - musicians have come and partnered with us 

to lead worship during our evening worship time 
 

210 - bagged lunches were handed out to 

homeless men and women 
 

12 - churches sent students and leaders for Blitz 

Weekends 
 

408 - eggs were cracked, beaten, and baked for 

breakfasts 

 

Our spring season will be coming to a close soon 

but before that happens we still have one more 

Blitz weekend coming up in the beginning of 

May and an adult group coming to serve for a 

week at our property on Wakefield st.  Before we 

know it our summer interns will be arriving on 

May 24 and our 2017 Summer of Service will 

officially kick off.  Please be in pray for The 

Project, especially all of our interns and the 

groups that will be coming to serve with us this 

summer.  I give thanks to God for the partnership 

between The Project and Roxborough Church 

and the opportunity we have to serve this great 

community together. 

 

 

 

 

A  
Word  

on 
Worship  

      
 

- Scott Granato,  
Director, Music 

& Worship 
 



 
 

  



 



 
 



 

    FUEL After School 
      Monday - Friday 
         3pm to 6pm 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TPP PreSCHOOL 
Ages 2, 3 & 4 

 

2, 3, & 5 Day Programs   
8:30am - 2pm 

 

 

Short-term Missions 
aimed at helping our neighbors 

  
  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Food Pantry 

Every Thursday 11am to 1pm 

Meeting the needs of the Community 

 

Roxborough Church 

8230 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA   19128 
 
Address Correction Requested 

          DATED MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   Roxborough Church 
    8230 Ridge Avenue * Philadelphia, PA  19128 

           215-483-2762  *  www.roxboroughchurch.org  

         roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
  Office Hours: Monday  to Thursday – 1 pm to 4 pm 

  

 
 

Church Staff: 
  

Rev. Raymond Garcia. . . . . . . .  pastorray@roxboroughchurch.org 
    Pastor 

Dan DiScala   . . . . . . . . . . . . maintenance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Sexton 

Janice Fetscher . .. . . . . . . . . . . roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Administrative Assistant  

Amy Williams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .amy.e.haller@gmail.com 

    Hospitality Coordinator 
Joan Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Finance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Treasurer 

Scott Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Worship@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Director of Worship & Music   

Matthew Hillanbrand . . . . . . . . . .rpcyouth@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Youth Director 

Amy Karl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .amykarl@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Food Ministry Coordinator  

Jahlil Davis-Green. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. jahlildavisgreen@gmail.com  
    Interim Children’s Director 
 

 

RPC Elders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .elders@roxboroughchurch.org  
    RPC Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deacons@roxboroughchurch.org  
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