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A few words from Pastor Ray 
 

I am currently sitting in my office.  It’s a little bit quieter in the building than normally.  There are 
howling winds that are swirling around the building.  The snow is blowing and the cold is setting in. 
Welcome 2018!  The weather that is causing worries and disrupting flight schedules, is one of a few 
indicators that we have entered into a new season.  Much like the change of seasons outside, there 
has been a change of seasons inside the church too.  Recently, like many of you, I am sure, I was 
reflecting over the year of 2017.  As I looked back, I was reminded that God had been up to 
something.  He was doing something.  During the time that he was “pruning” the cut of snips and 
rearranging of my branches, were not invited feelings, however something changed.  There was 
something that occurred in response to the pruning…something new and fresh.   
 

Through my reflections I have drawn this conclusion.  Around the time of Memorial Day, God had 
shaped the hedges of my life and our church.  Then over the last 7 months, what we have been 
able to see, what the neighborhood around us has been experiencing is new life.  Right around the 
transition time of our last group of summer interns arriving, it seems that God set us up to begin to 
experience the fruit of our labors and His ministry.  For myself personally, I believe that this has 
been the greatest 7 month stretch of ministry that I have been a part of professionally.  There are 
still plenty of areas of ministry and life that I pray God will continue to claim victory over for me, 
however this season…God sure has done it!   
 

So with great anticipation we enter into 2018.  With great hope for all that God will do, we enter into 
2018.  With a new desire to see growth, deepened faith, and regenerated lives, we entire into 2018. 
Church, I am forever grateful for this journey that the Lord has called us on together.  I am praying 
with you that God’s best is still ahead of each of us, as families and as a Church family! 
 

As we look forward into 2018, here are a few highlights for us to gaze upon: 
 New Members, New Elders, New Deacons are all joining with us early in January. 
 We are rounding out our search for an associate minister and are excited to see him join our 

staff in February. 
 We will again send a team to Haiti on a mission trip in the spring. 
 Our youth ministry is actively searching for a summer intern.   
 Summer Friends 
 Let’s go camping together in August! 

 

This is going to be a great year!  Let’s go…oh wait, let’s go after the snow is over. 

 
Blessings, 
       Pastor Ray



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Table Talk 
 

Amy Karl,  
Food Ministry Coordinator 

 
 

 The Table was able to provide 85 

Thanksgiving meals, and 125 Christmas meals due to 

your generosity of donations. Thank you! Thank you! 

Thank you for continually donating shelf stable foods, 

thank you for caring, and thank you for praying for our 

neighbors. The Table is nicely stocked for another 

little while, please remember, the food seems to 

literally fly off the shelf, so please keep shopping.  

Winter will be cold, so soups, stews, chili, canned 

meats, pasta and sauce will get us through the winter 

nicely. 

 

 April will bring our Thomas’ Walk Against 

Hunger.  Please let me know if you would be 

interested in walking with the team, donating toward 

the walk, or asking your company to donate toward the 

walk.  All funds raised will be awarded right back to 

our pantry. 

 

 We did not have Elder Diner on New Year’s 

Day, however, February 5th we will have our 

Valentine celebration. Please join us from 11:00-1:00 

to have fun, or serve our Elder friends.  If you would 

like to know more about Elder Diner, please feel free 

to contact Amy Karl at 267-908-4553. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 A Word on 
Worship 

 

Scott Granato, 
Director, Music & Worship 

 
 
 
 

 Happy New Year Church! I am very excited 

for all that the New Year holds for the life and 

ministry of our church. This last year has been a 

great year of ministry for the worship ministry and I 

look forward to what’s next. I think we ended out the 

year strong with the Christmas Cantata and 

Christmas Eve services going very well. I really 

want to thank all the people that were involved with 

those worship times and helped to make them run so 

smoothly. I also want to thank everyone for their 

kind words and encouragement as well. We, at the 

church, are so blessed to have talented worship 

ministry volunteers and I am blessed to lead them 

each week. They are definitely an encouragement to 

me as I hope they are to you. 
 

 Looking to next year, it is my hope that the 

worship ministry continues to minister to you and 

lead you to worship God in new and deeper ways 

through the cooperate services we have. 

A lifestyle of worship is going to be a major theme 

this year that I will be working through with the 

worship ministry volunteers and myself. My hope is, 

that as the worship team and I start to unpack the 

concept of a biblical life of worship, that you, the 

congregation, begin to see the reflection of that 

during our weekly worship gatherings. I truly believe 

that we as worship and music leaders have a great 

impact on those whom we lead. That the ways in 

which we worship God can encourage others to do 

the same through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Please pray for us as we dive into this and I hope that 

you are led into a deeper relationship with God 

through what we offer each week.   

 

 

 

tel:(267)%20908-4553


Meet Our New Members 
 

 

On Sunday January 7
th
, Roxborough Church welcomed 

new members: Joel Bielefield, Laura Bielefeldt, Ricky 

Gomez, Rick Labastida, Nathaniel Lark, Sandra Lark, 

Jennifer McCreery, John McCreery, Alexander Petraitis, 

David Petraitis, Cynthia Phillips, Alex Rivera and Celia 

Rivera. 
 

We’ve asked them to share a little about themselves 

and/or a verse so we can get to know them better: 
 

Sandra Lark  
Isaiah 40:31 - They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength, they shall mount up with wings of Eagles. 

They shall run and not be weary; and they shall not faint. 
 

This implies to me my future. This is a place I am with 

God, it is my new physical standing with God. These are 

words that will give me a strength that I humanity not 

fully aware of, but God by his grace has given me excess 

to this renewed strength of living of a Eagle. That I will 

not be weary or shall faint.  
 

Personally: I have pleasure sewing , knitting, crochets, 

cooking and occasioned road trips. 
 

In my business life, I have a product called Sandra Says 

Seasonings and Daddy's Lemonode. I want to use this as a 

vehicle to help people get homes and to furnish there 

homes. 
 

Nathaniel Lark   
Isaiah 41:10 - Fear not there is nothing to fear, for I am 

with you; do not look around you in terror and be 

dismayed. For I am your God. I will strengthen and 

harden you to difficulties, yes, I will help you; yes, I will 

hold you  up and retain you with my victorious right hand 

of rightness and justice. 
 

God is all around us He is there in every situation or trial 

that we go through have faith and believe this verse says 

it all for me no matter what the problem is call on Him He 

is there. 
 

Things I like to do: I love the beach, going to the park, 

doing thinks with my hands, going to the movies, 

listening to jazz. Me and Sandra are on the same page for 

our businesses. 
 

Jennifer McCreery 

 

I really enjoy walking with the Lord.  

I'm glad I got him in my life .  I also 

pray to him every night. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

David Petraitis  
I like my walk with God.  I like 

socializing with everyone.  I love 

God . 

 

 

 

 
 

Cynthia Phillips  

I enjoy crafts, it helps me relax. 

I love Jesus because he is always with 

me. The verse that has resonated with 

me through my life is: Psalm 23:4 - 

Even though I walk through the valley 

of shadow of death, I will fear no evil 

because you are with me. 

 
 

 

Alexis Rivera  

I came to Christ at a young age and 

while it's been an on again off again 

relationship, I've later realized that 

His favor had been over me 

throughout my life and continues to 

be over my life. His path has 

brought me to Roxborough and to 

Roxborough Church. I'm excited to 

be a part of such a diverse and community focused church 

and look forward to the work this church continues to do to 

serve this community and reflects the Father's love through 

action. 1 Chronicles 16:11 - Look to the LORD and his 

strength; seek his face always. 

 

Celia Flores-Rivera  

I've been a believer and follower of 

Jesus since my grandparents 

introduced me to the catholic church 

when I was about 8 years old. 

Although the journey of believing has 

taken many twist and turns -leaving 

the Catholic Church, being angry 

with God when my grandmother 

passed away, going back to Church 

due to seeing how much our kids (the 

girls and nephews) were lacking the experience of the love 

of Jesus- I am extremely proud of the path God has and 

continues to provide for my family and me. As I continue to 

grow in my faith and enter this new chapter of being a 

member of Roxborough Church, God has placed the 

following verse in my heart to live by: 

Philippians 4:6 - Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God." 

  



 

 

Our Newly Elected  
Church Officers for 2018 

 
               DEACONS                             ELDERS   
         

               Nate Lark       Tom Ballingall 

           Alice Saccucci      Laura Bielefeldt 

             Mayu Stehly                   Roslynn Greene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Church Meeting 

& Ministry Reports 
- Janice Fetscher, 

Church Administrator 

  

The annual Church Meeting will be held Sunday, 

January  28
th

 
 
following worship.  Your 2017 

Ministry Reports are due on or before Friday, 

January 19
th

 . Email office@roxboroughchurch.org  

  

Annual Ministry Reports let the congregation know 

what has been happening with each ministry during 

the past year plus hopes and dreams for the year to 

come. The 2017 Annual Report will be reviewed 

during the Annual Church Meeting.  

 
 

 

 
 

‘ 

TPP Preschool Update 
 

- Christina Gann, Director 

 

December was a fun-filled month for The Philadelphia 

Project Preschool! Our students learned all about the 

birth of Jesus Christ and celebrated the season 

together. They also spent time practicing for Jingles N 

Jammies! The preschool students joined the FUEL 

after school students in performing for family and 

friends. They sang "Away in a Manger" and "Jingle 

Bells". Families joined us before the performance for a 

free dinner as well as some Family Feud fun. It was a 

fun time had by all! We are looking forward to 2018 

and all that God has in store for our school. 

 

 
 

  

Church Birthdays! 
January Birthdays 

 

15  James Wade Jr. 

25  Joan Granato 

27 Cassandra Vercoe 

30  Heather Wade Howard 
 

February Birthdays 
 

8 Janet Cabibbo 

9 Emily Karl, Helen Wade 

10 Dot Whitlock 

16 Heather Granato 

20 Bruce Hause 

21 Elizabeth Vecchione Duncan 

25 Liz Loeffler 
 
 

If your birthday has not been listed, please contact the 

church office, we would like to include everyone on our 

Birthday List! 

 

mailto:office@roxboroughchurch.org


Children’s & Family Ministry 
- Ricky Gomez, Family Ministry Coordinator  

 

 
 

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 

should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” 

1 John 3:1 
 

It seems as soon as Thanksgiving came, so did Christmas. 

One thing which really makes my holiday is family. Food 

and presents are great but family is at the core of what 

makes them so enjoyable. 
 

I’ve begun to feel that way about ministry lately. I look 

forward to RUSH and Children’s Church, because I’m 

growing to see my leaders as more of a family and less like 

a team. The same with the kids--as crazy as they can be 

sometimes, they’re becoming like a kind of family for me 

and it’s my prayer that they see one another as that as well. 

God ultimately did not save us to be a part of a group or a 

team, nor did he hire us to be employees but to be “children 

of God” (1 John 3:1). 
 

In Children’s Church we started our “God the King” series. 

At the end of the Book of Judges, it was clear that Israel 

needed a leader--a king (Jdgs. 21:25). God wasn’t opposed 

to giving them a king, but He ultimately wanted to be their 

leader and for them to have a king that he approved of 

(Deut. 17:14-15). Yet, Israel wanted their own kind of king 

so they could be like the nations around them (1 Samuel 

8:5, 19-20). God warned them that bad things would happen 

if that’s the kind of king they sought out. They ended up 

with Saul who proved to be unfit as a king.  

 

We paused the story and fast 

forwarded to the birth of 

Jesus in lieu of the Christmas 

season. Ironically, though 

there was nothing spectacular 

about Jesus on the surface 

(unlike Saul--who was tall, 

handsome and desirable), He 

was the true King approved by God. He was the King who 

would do more then save Israel from the neighborhood 

bullies they faced but from their greatest enemy--their own 

sinful hearts! 
 

RUSH has been learning that loving God always brings 

forth a response. We discussed for several weeks about the 

love characterized by a sinful woman compared to that of a 

“righteous” religious person--a Pharisee named Simon 

(Luke 7:36-50). The woman showed Jesus her love through 

genuine heartfelt appreciation while the Pharisee seemed to 

only admire Jesus. The root of our love for God is the heart. 

If we don’t see Jesus as amazing and wonderful--if we 

don’t see the magnitude of His forgiveness, our love will 

show little. Yet God is gracious to remove our spiritual 

blindness! We’ve been challenging the kids to develop their 

love for God through “quiet time”, meditating on the 

blessings of God and being thankful. 
 

We ended our RUSH calendar year with our Ugly Sweater 

Christmas Party. Despite the persistent snowfall, we had 

close to 15 kids come and we had a blast! We had a human 

Christmas tree relay, a White Elephant gift exchange, and 

of course, an Ugly Christmas Sweater competition. One of 

the joys of the night was to watch families take pictures 

together at our photobooth. Special thanks to Christina 

Gann of The Philadelphia Project Preschool who, in 

addition to being a RUSH leader, was also our 

photographer for the evening. 
 

The upcoming dates, times, and events for the months of 

January and February are listed below. However, I want to 

make mention that one of our desires in the Children’s 

Ministry is to be a service oriented ministry. Essentially our 

desire is to see our kids “put feet to their faith.” One of the 

ways we will accomplish this is through our “Valentines 

Day of Love and Service”  where the children and families 

of both RUSH and Children’s Church will visit a local 

group home, provide them with gifts and/or cards and spend 

time with them during a Sunday afternoon. We hope this 

will help motivate the kids to work out their faith and love 

in a simple yet powerful way. Pray that God would grant 

our ministry wisdom and power to fulfill all the good works 

that God has created for us to walk in (Eph. 2:10). 

 

RUSH Dates 
Fri, January 5th, 7pm-9pm 

Fri, January 19th 7pm-9pm 

Fri, February 2nd, 7pm-9pm 

Fri, February 16th, 7pm-9pm 

 

Children’s Church Series (Sunday Mornings @ 11) 
God the King (January) 

God All-Wise (February) 
 

Special Events 
Weekly 3rd-5th Grade Bible Study (TBD) 

Valentine’s Day of Love & Service (February 11th) 



 Youth Update  
 

 Rick Labastida,  

Interim Youth Director 
 

Hey Everyone! A little 

about myself! I’m 

originally from Atlantic 

City, New Jersey but 

moved to Philadelphia 

during the summer of 

2017 to serve with The 

Philadelphia Project. 

After finishing up my 

summer internship, I 

joined Roxborough 

Church as Youth 

Ministry Director. 

During my free-time I’m involved with Christian Hip-

Hop music, creating music in hopes that it would 

encourage and inspire others to reflect the attributes of 

Christ. 
 

Youth Update: 

 

Hey Roxborough Church Family, It’s been awesome 

these past two months building relationships with the 

youth. We’ve had several events from our family 

Thanksgiving dinner where each student brought a 

dish and we ate as a family sharing stories and 

memories, we also had several outings where we 

watched Thor & Star Wars: The Last Jedi at the movie 

theater, and we even had our Christmas gathering. 

Looking forward to what’s in store for the 2018 year 

filled with opportunity for the youth to get involved in 

missions trips, serving the community, and learning 

how to reflect the image of Christ daily. 

 

  

 

Our Thanksgiving Feast: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Schedule for  

Roxborough Youth: 

 

 Youth Group: Sundays @ 6 pm  

 Guys Group: Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM 

 Girls Group: Wednesdays @ 7 PM 

 

Future Events: 

 

 1/9 Racial Reconciliation Panel 

 1/18 – Winterjam 

 2/4 – Super Bowl Party 
 

There are multiple ways to serve the youth in our 

Church and community, for more info please contact 

Rick at rpcyouth@rpcnet.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Newsletter Deadline  
 

The deadline for submitting articles  

and information to be included in  

the March/April 2018 edition  

of  the Roxborough Church Newsletter  

is Monday, February 19
th

. 

 

  



 



 



 

    FUEL After School 
      Monday - Friday 
         3pm to 6pm 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TPP PreSCHOOL 
Ages 2, 3 & 4 

 

2, 3, & 5 Day Programs   
8:30am - 2pm 

 

 

Short-term Missions 
aimed at helping our neighbors 

  
  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Food Pantry 

Every Thursday 11am to 1pm 

Meeting the needs of the Community 

 

Roxborough Church 

8230 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA   19128 
 
Address Correction Requested 

          DATED MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Roxborough Church 
    8230 Ridge Avenue * Philadelphia, PA  19128 

           215-483-2762  *  www.roxboroughchurch.org  

         roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  

  Office Hours: Monday  to Thursday – 1 pm to 4 pm 
  

 
 

 
Church Staff: 
  

Rev. Raymond Garcia. . . . . . . .  pastorray@roxboroughchurch.org 
    Pastor 

Dan DiScala   . . . . . . . . . . . . maintenance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Maintenance 

Janice Fetscher . .. . . . . . . . . . . roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Church Administrator  

Joan Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Finance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Treasurer 

Scott Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Worship@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Director of Worship & Music   

Rick Labastida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..youth@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Interim Youth Director 

Amy Karl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .amykarl@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Food Ministry Coordinator  

Ricky Gomez . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . slyw@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Family Ministry Coordinator 
 

 

 

 
 

RPC Elders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .elders@roxboroughchurch.org  
    RPC Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deacons@roxboroughchurch.org  
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