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A few words from Pastor Ray

 

Seven years!  Congrats to each of us.  We have made 

it.  There are plenty of pastorates that do not last 

seven years, and I am excited to not be one of them, 

so congrats to Michelle and I.  That also means, that 

you have managed to hang in there with us for seven 

years too.  Congrats to you.  The past six years have 

been nothing short of great.  I believe that we have 

honored God as we sought to lead the best we can. 

 We have been faithful to say I am sorry when we 

have gone off path.  Together as a church we have 

grown in our ability to love our neighbors and to love 

each other.  We have continued to pursue new life in 

Christ, and have seen people come to know Jesus. 

 Today and in the days ahead we celebrate each step 

that the Lord has taken us.  Thanks for the last six full 

years.  Thanks for allowing me to be YOUR pastor. 

 Thank you for following the lead that I believe God 

is calling us to.  Most of all thanks for entrusting me 

with sacred moments with each of you.  I am blessed 

and I am thankful.  From Michelle, myself, and our 

kids…Roxborough Church, Thank YOU!   

 

While celebrating the end of our 6th year of ministry 

is exciting and turning 7 together is worth celebrating, 

I still firmly believe that the best is yet to come!  I 

hang on to the hope that God is doing something new, 

fresh and revitalizing in our community of faith.  This 

fall we have launch dour Sit One Serve One initiative. 

 It is going be great to see our church engaging in 

small groups where they can learn, and serving in 

some capacity together.  Do not wait.  Join a group as 

soon as you are able.  September 24th also marks a 

special day in the church when we will “Leave the  

 

building” and we will go out to the community to 

serve.  Sign up on the bulletin board for the service 

opportunity that makes the most sense for you and 

your family.   

 

Lastly, while we have ongoing programs and while 

we launch new ideas, please know that it will never 

replace our primary call here on the Ridge & Port 

Royal corner. We quicken our grip on our calling to 

share the Good News with the lost.  We strengthen 

our voice and straighten our backs as we boldly 

proclaim the Gospel in our city.  We will continue to 

invite people to know God, surrender to Jesus, and 

allow their steps of life to be renewed in Him. 

  

Pastor Ray Garcia 

 

 

 
 



 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

       September 

 2 Scott Granato 

 11 David Vercoe 

 

       October 
             10 Lois Snyder     

             17 Isaiah Garcia 

             16 Amy Karl 

             18 Tish Boyle 

             24 Martha Leidy 

             24 Michael Granato 

             26 Pam Vercoe 

             30 Nancy Cossaboon 
 

 

 

If your birthday has not been listed, please contact 

the church office, we would like to include everyone 

on our Birthday List! 
 

 
Newsletter Deadline  
 

The date for submitting articles and information 

to be included in the November/December 2017 

edition of  the Roxborough Church Newsletter is 

Monday, October 23
rd

 . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates To Remember: 
 

September 5 - PreSchool & Fuel After School Return  
 

September 24 - “Church Has Left The Building”  
  

October 1 - Fall Family& Friends Day 
 

October 6-8 - Breakaway Middle School Retreat  
 

October 22 - Annual Hayride   
 

November 5 - Empty Bowl Dinner:  
 

Sundays @ 6pm - IGNITE Youth 
 

Elder Diner - October 2, November 6, December 4 
 

RUSH - September 15 & 29, October 13 & 22 

 

For more information on these events, contact the 

church office at roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org.  
      

 

Table Talk 
-Amy Karl, Food Ministry Coordinator 
  

The volunteers at The Table wish you a Happy Fall!  

Together, with the assistance of The Philadelphia Project 

and the volunteer groups of students, we served 400 meals 

during the summer to our families in our community.  We 

are proud to represent the church and be the hands and feet 

of Christ to our neighbors.  At The Table we are always 

willing to have a  conversation, fellowship with others, and 

offer an uplifting smile all while sharing the love of Christ. 

  

This fall brings exciting opportunities at The Table.  Sit 

One Serve One is an excellent opportunity for anyone to 

get involved in the pantry.  There is something to do every 

day of the week.  Please take a look at the sign up sheet in 

the Welcome Center and join us as we serve the neighbors 

in our community.   
 

The 2nd Annual Empty Bowl Dinner will be held after 

church on Sunday, November 5 from 12:00 to 3:00.  An 

Empty Bowl Dinner is a fundraising lunch/dinner in which 

participants have a choice of four homemade soups.  Your 

soup will be served to you in a curated bowl of your 

choosing which you take along with you.  Our prayer is 

that your bowl will remind you of folks who are not 

financially able to fill even a single bowl with soup and 

need your help to provide nutrition for their family.  We 

suggest a $10.00 donation per person with all the funds go 

toward the work of The Table.   
 

If you are 55 or better, listen up!  Please join us for lunch 

and a time of fellowship.  The Elder Diner will meet on 

Mondays - October 2, November 6, and December 4 from 

11:00 to 1:00.  If you are not quite 55 and would like to 

help serve lunch, please contact Amy Karl at 267-908-

4553.  We look forward to seeing you at the upcoming 

Elder Diners. 
  

Be a Blessing and Be Blessed. 

 
 

 

mailto:roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org
tel:(267)%20908-4553
tel:(267)%20908-4553


 

Children’s & Family Ministry 
 

- Ricky Gomez, 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 

 

It’s crazy to see the summer come and go as quickly as it 

did! Yet it was filled with opportunities that God provided 

to minister to both the children at Roxborough and those in 

our community through Summer Friends. The theme for 

this summer was The Great Adventure. Outback Jackie 

(Sarah Denes, TPP ReFUEL Summer Intern) helped the 

kids see through her own adventures how amazing God is. 

The kids learned that discipline can be fun through 

workshops like Karate (Action Karate). Pastor Ray took us 

on a journey through the life of Moses and helped us see 

that God is inviting us all into the most amazing adventure 

of our lives through a relationship with His Son, Jesus. No 

matter where we are in our lives, I believe God is 

continually calling us to experience him in deeper and 

more profound ways than we thought possible. 
  

This summer in Children’s Church we looked at the 

Israelites, Moses, and Joshua and discovered how God 

rescued his people from slavery which actually points to a 

greater rescue that God would later bring through Jesus to 

save us all from our sins. We saw how God fought for, 

provided for, and protected his people showing that God is 

truly faithful and trustworthy. We learned that we can trust 

God no matter what happens! This fall we will follow the 

biblical story into Judges and see that despite God’s 

faithfulness, God’s people still struggled to believe and 

obey God which shows our need for a savior. The good 

news is that God has not left us hanging! Jesus is the 

Savior we have all been waiting for! 
  

I am also excited to announce that our R.U.S.H. ministry 

for 3rd-6th graders will kickoff again Friday, September 

15th from 7pm-9pm. R.U.S.H. provides a safe and fun 

atmosphere here at Roxborough Church. We provide food, 

games and activities for your children. We also engage the 

kids with biblical teaching and provide a time for them to 

ask questions about God and faith, discuss real life issues, 

and seek out what a relationship with Jesus is all about. 
  

As the new Children’s Pastor here at Roxborough Church, 

I want to personally say thank you to The Philadelphia 

Project and the Summer Interns who helped minister to our 

children this summer through Children’s Church, 

the Wednesday Night Barbeques, and the various other 

ways they helped serve. Parents, thank you for your 

encouragement and entrusting me to teach and care for 

your children in this new season. It is humbling to be in 

such a position and an honor that I get to serve you and 

your kids in this way. I look forward to getting to know 

you all better this year as well! 
  

Lastly, please be sure to save the dates below which 

include Children’s Church and R.U.S.H. events. I know 

that you and your children won’t want to miss them! 
  

Friday, September 15th-R.U.SH. Kickoff 

Friday, September 29th-R.U.S.H. 
  

Sunday, October 1st-Fall Family & Friends Day 

Friday, October 13th-R.U.S.H. 

Tuesday, October 22nd-Hayride 

Friday, October 27th-R.U.S.H. 

  

Women’s Bible Study 
- Pam Vercoe  

 

 

Calling all women. Are you looking for a bible study 

that will take you deeper into God’s word and enrich 

your walk with God? Come and check us out.  
 

We are presently studding the book of Revelation with 

Beth Moore, “Here and Now, Then and There. Prior to 

this study we studied Daniel with Beth Moore. In this 

study we are learning of the prophecy given to the 

Apostle John when he was exiled on the Isle of Patmos. 

Revelation is prophecy yet to come, some of which we 

are witnessing today in our life time. What can we 

expect? How are we to respond? The answers to these 

questions can be found in the Book of Revelation. We as 

students have been awe struck and left speechless as we 

have looked at this book. We have learned much and 

know that while we keep our eyes on the sky we must be 

doing God’s work, spreading the Good news to all we 

come into contact with for we do not know when the 

Lord will come back for us. As Christ did, we should 

long for all to know him as their Lord and Savior. 
 

 Beth Moore studies are typically video driven. One 

meeting we view the video for the lesson. Between 

meetings we do the homework in the work book and 

when we come back together we discuss the homework 

and what we get out of the study. Because her studies are 

in depth we do not rush through them. 
 

If this sounds like a study you would like to be a part of 

please come out and join us. The beauty of our studies is 

the lessons are not connected to one another so you can 

jump in at any time and be able to follow.  
 

We will resume meeting Tues. evening Sept. 19 at 7:30 

pm at 776 Cinnaminson Street. A typical meeting is as 

follows, we meet at 7:30; we have a short time for 

catching up and prayer requests and prayer. After prayer 

we either view the video or we begin discussing the 

homework we worked on. We end at 9:00 or shortly 

after when it is a video with prayer.  
 

Contact Pam Vercoe for more information, 610-828-

80543 or 610-203-4273. 

http://r.u.sh/


 

MISSIONARY    
NEWS 
 
 

         A PEEK FROM THE PEAK! 
                      - Liz Loeffler 

 

 

Well, it WAS like I thought it would be, speed-dating 

during my two weeks here in the Philly area after the 

training in Baltimore during the early part of August.   As 

a matter of fact I just got back from a meeting with RPC 

Mission Committee, this Sunday evening, (sorry to have 

missed you, Amy!) and bringing them up to date on my 

nearly 30 years of Women’s Ministry with Entrust and an 

update on the current status of the Asian project. 

 

It is exciting times for me in ministry, with more 

opportunity/requests for the Women-to-Women Ministry 

Training (WWMT) than we can handle.  As I mentioned to 

the Mission Committee tonight the US Military is a wide-

open door with possibilities beyond imagination that I 

dreamed about with a military chaplain, the husband of 

one of the women in our Baltimore training.   Oh if only I 

could multiply myself!   

 

We had a wonderful time at our first-ever hub training on 

the East Coast, in Marriottsville, MD, just outside of 

Baltimore.   The accommodations, we facilitators (who 

have facilitated in locations around the world), deem Bon 

Secours the best yet.  Take a video tour of the grounds 

https://rccbonsecours.com/grounds-meditation/video-tour-

of-grounds/  

 

Next year’s training there will be from August 5 – 11, 

2018 when we will be offering Facilitating Relational 

Learning (a co-ed module); Developing a Discerning 

Heart; and Discovery Bible Study. 

 

Cost for accommodations, training and materials and 3 

delicious meals a day is between $800-$900, for your 

planning purposes.   Also plan in 20-30 hours of 

preparatory work that needs to be done before coming. 

 

One comment we heard over and over again is “I thought I 

was coming for a teacher training type workshop (we only 

offered Facilitating Relational Learning this year), and 

never expected the depth of spiritual nourishment we 

received!” 

 

The registration form will go up on our website 

www.entrust4.org/wwmtcalendar after the first of the year.   

I would LOVE to see several women from Roxborough 

Church there next year. 

 

While I served as an Entrust Certified Lead Facilitator in 

Maryland, I will be co-facilitating in October the same 

module (Facilitating Relational Learning) in Chiang Mai, 

Thailand. A hub training in its 4
th
 year, established by 

Barnabas International’s women’s ministry, with whom 

we are in partnership.   

 

Their Women’s Ministry Director, Debbie Lamp, was 

formerly the Women’s Ministry Directory with Greater 

Europe Mission, and pioneered the Entrust WWMT with 

missionary women, after a discussion we had back some 

16+ years ago!!  Debbie will be the Lead Facilitator with 

whom I’ll be co-facilitating.  This will be my first time in 

Thailand. 

 

This is preceded by three weeks in three cities in “my 

Asian country” (being a creative access country can’t 

mention the name in print) meeting with former graduates, 

attending a session of their 2
nd

 generation training, as well 

as meeting with potential new participants and strategizing 

with leadership and a new potential partner, how best to 

launch our next thrust into Asia. 

 

While there I’ll be attending a 3-day conference on the 

complexities of working in that challenging environment, 

hosted by a large Christian entity working there.  I 

attended their last bi-annual conference in 2015 and came 

away quite challenged and impressed by their expertise. 

 

I showed the Mission Committee a short 5” video I 

produced on the growth of Entrust’s Women’s Ministry 

particularly since 2009 when WWMT was official 

launched.   Over 2,500 women have been through our 

training from over 150 mission agencies, churches and 

seminary, including many national lay leaders!!  And we 

continue to get more and more requests.  Therefore, in the 

coming years we are working toward establishing another 

16 training hubs --- 12 internationally and four additional 

hubs in the States. 

 

We need part-time workers to help us staff these training 

hubs and my dream is to see a team of 3-4 women from 

Roxborough Church begin preparing now to do just that!  

 

As I thanked the Mission Committee of Roxborough 

Church, let me thank you the readers of this newsletter for 

your years of faithful prayer and financial support that has 

allow me to participant in a such an exciting and 

successful ministry.  Without you this would have never 

happened!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rccbonsecours.com/grounds-meditation/video-tour-of-grounds/
https://rccbonsecours.com/grounds-meditation/video-tour-of-grounds/
http://www.entrust4.org/wwmtcalendar


 

Youth Update from 

Pastor Matt Hillanbrand 
 

Many Thanks to Our Summer Intern: 

Brooke Cobb 
 

 Brooke had spent a very good two months with us 

this summer. She was a vital part in our summer ministry 

here at Roxborough Church. Brooke oversaw our girls’ 

discipleship this summer, meaning she lead small groups, 

bible studies and 

met one on one 

with many of our 

female students 

this summer in 

addition to 

helping lead our 

two summer 

mission trips. We 

honestly can’t do 

much of our 

summer plans without an intern, so we are very grateful 

for Brooke’s investment in our students.  

 

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS 

This summer was quite the adventure. Our students 

were able to go on two mission trips! Our first week 

was spent locally with the Philadelphia Project 

serving through their mercy ministry track. This was 

such a great week for our students as we had spent 

our time serving the homeless and families in the 

midst of difficult situations in one way, shape or 

form. There is so much I can say about the TPP trip 

but can’t fit it all on one page. Come see me if you 

would like to know more. In addition, we had sent our 

high school students up to Vermont for our third 

summer in a row. In case you are unaware, Vermont 

is the “least churched” state in our nation, meaning 

less than 97% of people in the state are affiliated with 

a church. Our main goal while we are there is to meet 

local 

peoples needs and get them connected to the churches 

up there so that way they can grow to know and love 

Jesus for the rest of their days. I would love to share 

more about this with you so in person! 

 

JOIN OUR TEAM 

Church, we are currently praying and looking for 4 

adults (2 men and 2 women) to join us in serving our 

students on Sunday evenings. If serving middle 

school or high school students seems like a dream 

ministry to you, then we are the right place for you to 

serve!  For more info please email me at 

youth@roxboroughchurch.org.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FALL SCHEDULE 
 

IGNITE:  Sundays at 6 pm 
 

Guys and Girls Small Groups:  

 Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
 

Breakaway Middle School Retreat:  

 October 6-8. Sign up now! 
 

Youth Haunted House Trip 

 October 20: 

 

I pray that you find hope, comfort, rest, strength, 

trust and joy in the Lord and that you would 

become more and more like Christ. 

mailto:youth@roxboroughchurch.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This month I bring you an interesting article from 

Bob Kauflin of Sovereign Grace Music about the 

import-ance of words in our worship songs. I hope you 

find it as interesting as I did.  
 

Words are the primary way God has revealed himself 

to us and relates to us.  We use words because God is a 

speaking God. From the garden of Eden, words have been 

God’s primary means of interacting with us. At Mount 

Sinai, God met the Israelites with thunder and lightning, 

thick clouds, and an ear-splitting trumpet blast. Quite the 

worship experience. But the most significant aspect of 

that encounter was God giving them the “Ten Words” 

(Deuteronomy 4:2–12). God has always wanted us to 

know more of him than can be conveyed through 

impress-ions, images, or sounds, as powerful as they may 

be. 
 

David was a skilled musician of profound emotions. But 

when it came to worshiping God, it was his words, not his 

music that God chose to preserve for us in Scripture. 
 

When Israel returned from the Babylonian captivity, Ezra 

sought to reestablish temple worship. So he and the other 

priests stood on a platform and read “from the Law of 

God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people 

understood the reading” (Nehemiah 8:8). God’s Word 

provided the foundation for the repentance, gratefulness, 

praise, and celebration that followed. 
 

Jesus rebuked the Pharisees and scribes for basing their 

worship more on traditions of men than on God’s 

commands (Matthew 15:3–9). The early Christians 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). 

Paul encouraged Timothy to devote himself to the public 

reading of Scripture and commanded him to “preach the 

word” (1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Tim. 4:2). We are to “let the word 

of Christ dwell in [us] richly” as we sing (Colossians 

3:16). 
 

God means for words, especially His Word, to be at the 

heart of our engaging with him. 
 

Words are what we use to define God, ourselves, and 

our world. Among other things, words tell us how God 

has acted in history and what God is actually like. Words 

inform us that we are sinners who deserve the wrath of 

God but that Jesus has come to suffer the wrath of God in 

our place, purchase our forgiveness, and reconcile us to 

God. Words also tell us that creation was once in 

harmony with God’s will but through our rebellion 

became subject to decay and futility. We are not evolving 

into something better but experiencing the damaging 

effects of the fall until the day when Jesus returns for his 

bride and makes all things right. Words also enable us to 

distinguish between experiences rooted in musical 

emotion or eternal truth. 
 

Worship is more than words, but it’s not less than 

words. Encounters with God are sometimes difficult to 

define. But wordless worship is not somehow better than 

worship with words. Worship without words can never 

communicate objective truth and God is the defining, 

objective reality in which we live and move. Experiences, 

whether audibly through music or visually through art, 

are in large part subjective. The ultimate goal of our 

worship is not to reach a state of feeling without thinking. 

And Revelation indicates we’ll be using words (without 

sin!) in the new heavens and earth. 
 

Words enable us to worship God together. Words 

enable us to think and say the same things together, 

rooting our unity in the gospel and not simply in a shared 

experience. A hundred people listening to a song being 

played can have a hundred different thoughts about what 

is happening. As my friend Jon Payne has said, “A 

picture is worth 1000 words. The problem is, the viewer 

gets to decide what those words are.” There will be some 

variation when we hear/proclaim words together, but 

there’s greater potential for unity in our understanding 

and expression. It’s one of the reasons God has us sing 

words together and not simply hum, whistle, or use 

nonsense syllables. 
 

Words complete the act of worship. I can’t make this 

point better than C.S. Lewis, who wrote in Reflections on 

the Psalms, “But the most obvious fact about praise — 

whether of God or anything — strangely escaped me. I 

thought of it in terms of compliment, approval, or the 

giving of honor. I had never noticed that all enjoyment 

spontaneously overflows into praise…I think we delight 

to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely 

expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed 

consummation.” My love for my wife leads me to say 

something. Again and again and again. I want her and 

others to know my feelings. So it is in our relationship 

with God. Worship works its way out into words. 
 

So by all means, let us thank God for music and treasure 

those times we’re dumbstruck as we consider the 

unparalleled greatness, holiness, beauty, and mercy of 

God in Jesus Christ. But let’s also remember that God 

redeemed us to “proclaim the excellencies of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”  

(1 Pet. 2:9). 

 

A Word  
on 

Worship 
      
 

-ScottGranato, 
Director, Music 

& Worship 

 



Preschool Update 
- Christina Gann, Director 

 

Our preschoolers had a blast at PreFuel Summer Camp this 

year! PreFuel Summer camp had over 50 preschoolers 

attend each day, led by Kim Karl with an amazing staff of 

employees and volunteers. The campers learned all about 

our world and about God’s character, enjoyed days like 

mismatch day and pajama day, played water games, and so 

much more.  
 

As we gear up for the fall we have a couple of changes to 

announce within The Philadelphia Project Preschool. For 

any that may not yet know me, my name is Christina Gann 

and I will be the new director for the preschool! I have 

been a teacher here for the past 3 years, since the day we 

opened! I have been honored to work alongside Christina 

Platt as she led the preschool these last couple of years. It 

has been amazing to watch the ways that God has grown 

the school so far and I am excited to see how He 

continues. 
 

We have also hired two new teachers and trust that they 

will make a great addition to our Preschool staff! 

Wednesday, August 16th, we had our Open House and got 

to see some old faces and meet some new ones that will 

attend our school this year. We are excited to welcome our 

students to school on Tuesday, September 5th! Our staff 

would appreciate your prayers as we are eager to dive into 

this upcoming school year! 

 

 

 

Congratulations !! 
 

to Dan & Christina Platt 

on the birth of their daughter 

Quinn Mae.   

Please join us in praying for the  

Platt’s and celebrating the new 

addition to their family. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

    FUEL After School 
      Monday - Friday 
         3pm to 6pm 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TPP PreSCHOOL 
Ages 2, 3 & 4 

 

2, 3, & 5 Day Programs   
8:30am - 2pm 

 

 

Short-term Missions 
aimed at helping our neighbors 

  
  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Food Pantry 

Every Thursday 11am to 1pm 

Meeting the needs of the Community 

 

Roxborough Church 

8230 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA   19128 
 
Address Correction Requested 

          DATED MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Roxborough Church 
    8230 Ridge Avenue * Philadelphia, PA  19128 

           215-483-2762  *  www.roxboroughchurch.org  

         roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
  Office Hours: Monday  to Thursday – 1 pm to 4 pm 

  

 
 
 

Church Staff: 
  

Rev. Raymond Garcia. . . . . . . .  pastorray@roxboroughchurch.org 
    Pastor 
 

Dan DiScala   . . . . . . . . . . . . maintenance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Sexton 
 

Janice Fetscher . .. . . . . . . . . . . roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Administrative Assistant  
 

Ricky Gomez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  rgomezjr424@gmail.com  
    Children’s Ministry Director 

Joan Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Finance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Treasurer 
 

Scott Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Worship@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Director of Worship & Music   
 

Mallorie Benensky.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mbenensky@yahoo.com  
    Nursery Coordinator 
 

Matthew Hillanbrand . . . . . . . . . .rpcyouth@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Youth Director 
 

Amy Karl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .amykarl@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Food Ministry Coordinator  
 

 

RPC Elders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .elders@roxboroughchurch.org  
    RPC Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deacons@roxboroughchurch.org  
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