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A few words from Pastor Ray 

Things are fluid and movement is happening 
here at Roxborough Church.  I am so 
pumped and thankful for all of the ways that 
God has revealed himself through the 
ministry of our great church.  Today as I write 
this, I am reminded of God’s goodness to us.  
I hope that you too have experienced the 
presence of God and the favor of God in this 
great season of life and ministry.   

 
There have been a number of building 
upgrades to note as of late.  If you drive by 
the building at night, you will note that the 
sign is now lit up, and the front of the 
church has spot lights shining on it that 
have not previously worked for 5+ years.  
We made a few electrical repairs in the 
Youth Room including new outlets and 
fixing the emergency exit sign.   
 
A group of college students came and 
served during a week in January, replacing 
the old cabinets of the Food Pantry with 
new shelving that will set us up well to be 
able to better serve our friends, helping to 
meet the food needs of our neighbors.  
Additionally that same group replaced the 
lighting throughout the building and 
constructed a new closet in the basement 
to address the storage needs that were in 
violation according to our state boiler 
inspection.  God is good!   
The building is not the only thing that is 

growing and improving.  This month we 
hired an Interim Children’s Director as we 
sadly said goodbye to Sly Williams, God 
quickly offered us the chance to transition 
Jahlil Davis Green onto our church staff.  
We are so thankful for his ministry with us 
and for all of the ways that he will be able to 
help lead our children through this next 
season of Gospel ministry.   
 
As I look ahead, seeking to understand the 
will and ways of the Father for this church, I 
see great ministry opportunities coming. I 
have a January and February meeting 
scheduled with local seminaries to explore 
seminary pastoral internships, which would 
afford us extra hands in the ministry field 
with us here in Roxborough. We are again 
exploring the option of returning to Haiti in 
the Spring. The Children & Family team is 
beginning to plan their annual Easter Egg 
Hunt.  Summer plans are starting to 
shape…but before we get there, I want to 
invite you to first live in this moment. 
Thankful for each moment that God has 
gifted us with. Let’s journey into 2017 
faithfully following Christ into these great 
seasons of ministry and life! 

 
 
 



January Birthdays 
 

  6 Sabrina Hillanbrand 
15  James Wade Jr. 
25 Joan Granato 
27 Cassandra Vercoe 
30 Heather Wade Howard 

 

If your birthday has not been listed, please contact the church 

office, we would like to include everyone on our Birthday List! 

 
 
 

Welcome Jahlil Davis-Green, 

Interim Children’s Director   
 

We are excited to 
announce that Jahlil 
Davis-Green has joined 
our staff as the Interim 
Children’s Director.  He 
will remain on staff with 
us through the end of 
the school year, serving 
as the leader of Rush 
and Children’s Church.   
 
Jahlil has been active 
with Rush all year long, 
and remains connected 

to many of our kids through Fuel and through family 
relationships.   
 

I am very excited to see Jahlil continue to offer 
continuity and stability to these two program areas. 
 We will have Amy Haller continuing to serve in her role 
as Assistant Children’s Ministry.   
 

Together these two will ensure that our kids are well 
cared for and equipped with the Gospel weekly.  
 

Thanks for all that you do, to help us continue to 
spread the Gospel News to the ends of the earth.  

 

 

 
Newly Elected 

Church Officers for 2017 
 
         DEACONS                         ELDERS           
      Susan Cocoran  Courteney Knight 
      Naa Hammond  Verno Vercoe 

 
God is continuing to remind us of his love and 
favor for us.  God Bless you! 

 
 

Annual Church Meeting  
& Ministry Reports 

- Janice Fetscher, 
Church Administrator 

 

The annual Church Meeting will be held 

Sunday, February 12
th

 
 
following worship.  

Please email your 2016 Ministry Reports to the 

church office on or before Sunday, January 29th 

office@roxboroughchurch.org   

 

Annual Ministry Reports let the congregation 

know what has been happening with each 

ministry during the past year plus hopes and 

dreams for the year to come. The 2016 Annual 

Report will be reviewed during the Annual 

Church Meeting.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

- Pastor Ray & Michelle Garcia 
 

It is a bit crazy to think that 5 years have gone 

by…but they have.  In 2017 it is our prayer and 

desire to really get to know our church. Outside 

of my office is a calendar that has available 

days marked in “yellow.” Write your name on 

one of those days and plan on having a meal 

together with us.  We can come together with 

or without kids. Dine in or meet up at a 

restaurant. Our hope is to really just get to 

know you. To sit together and share our stories, 

to talk and laugh and to journey in Christ 

together in 2017! We can not wait, and we 

hope you feel the same way.  Sign up today. 
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Table Talk 
-Amy Karl,  

Food Ministry Coordinator 
  

Happy New Year! This year provides new and great 

opportunities for The Table.  We have been certified 

as a Philabundance Food Pantry. Through Phila-

bundance we have better purchasing power, giving 

us more food for our dollar. We will be creating a 

team of walkers, and will participate in the Thomas’ 

Walk for Hunger - April 8, 2017.  This is an event 

where you can donate toward your favorite team of 

walkers.  Please look for more information to come 

in the bulletins.  We will have a remodel providing 

more storage for donated items, and we will be 

installing a walk in freezer.  These new and 

upcoming opportunities will provide us with a better 

situation to further help our neighbors with the food 

insecurities they struggle with on a daily basis. A 

shopping cart has been donated to us by Giant, look 

for it at the bottom of the steps, just outside of the 

Welcome Center for your donations. Thank you for 

supporting The Table with your generous donations.  

We look forward to serving our neighbors during the 

new year.  

 

Elder Diner celebrated Christmas with 72 attendees, 

our largest gathering ever.  February and March are 

known to be cold outside, so these Elder Diners will 

prove to be warm, action packed, and fun filled.  If 

you are 55 or older, come on out and enjoy events, 

games, lunch, and fellowship.  If you are younger 

than 55 and would still like to see what you have to 

look forward to, please feel free to come out to have 

great conversations, and help serve the folks who 

will be attending.  Elder Diner meets on the first 

Monday of the Month February 6, and March 6 

from 11:00 to 1:00. 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 
A Word on Worship        

- Scott Granato,  
Director, Music & Worship 

 
Happy New Year Church! I am very excited for all 

that the New Year holds for the life and ministry of 

our church. This last year has been a great year of 

ministry for the worship ministry and I look 

forward to what’s next. I think we ended out the 

year strong with the Christmas Cantata, Christmas 

Eve, and Christmas Day services going very well. I 

really want to thank all the people that were 

involved with those worship times and helped to 

make them run so smoothly. I also want to thank 

everyone for their kind words and encouragement 

as well. We, at the church, are so blessed to have 

talented worship ministry volunteers and I am 

blessed to lead them each week. They are 

definitely an encouragement to me as I hope they 

are to you. 

 
Looking to next year, it is my hope that the 

worship ministry continues to minister to you and 

lead you to worship God in new and deeper ways 

through the cooperate services we have. We are 

beginning the year focusing on "Starting Right". I 

will be working through this with the worship 

ministry volunteers and myself. My hope is that as 

the worship team and I start to unpack these 

concepts that you the congregation begin to see the 

reflection of that during our weekly worship 

gatherings. I truly believe that we as worship and 

music leaders have a great impact on those whom 

we lead. That the ways in which we worship God 

can encourage others to do the same through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Please pray for use as we 

dive into this and I hope that you are led into a 

deeper relationship with God through what we 

offer each week.  

 

  



Youth Update from  
Pastor Matt Hillanbrand 

 

Hey Church, 

We at Ignite Student Ministries are super excited 

about what 

God is 

doing!  We 

have had a 

great finish 

to 2016. 

During the 

month of 

December 

we had a 

“party” 

every Sunday evening during group and the students 

loved every moment of it. The first week we had 

“brinner and a movie” in which the leaders cooked 

their favorite breakfast foods for the students and we 

watch a Christmas movie. The second night we had 

our 3rd annual Ugly Sweater Christmas Coffee 

House which was quite humorous. and for the Third 

night we had our Ignite Christmas Party and just like 

any youth group for the past 20 years, the one thing 

they wanted to do more than anything was… drum 

roll please… you guessed it: dodgeball. We had a 

blast and am so grateful for how it all worked 

together so well.  

  

Leadership 

Church I am currently praying and looking for 4 

adults (2 men and 2 women) to join us in serving our 

students on Sunday evenings. If serving middle 

school or high school students seems like a dream 

ministry to you, then we are the right place for you 

to serve!  

 

Please email me at youth@roxboroughchurch.org 

for more info.  

 

Think Christianly   

For the entire spring semester of this school year, 

we are taking our students through a journey of 

cultivating a biblical worldview and we are calling 

the spring series “Think Christianly”. Think 

Christianly is  the  title of  a  book  by Jonathan 

Morrow  in which  we are  going  through and 

learning  about  many  tough  issues that we as 

believers must have a firm foundation on in order 

to tell our neighbors what God has to say about 

these topics and how we are to live. It covers such 

topics as pluralism, bioethics, how to interact 

someone of a 

different 

culture, 

gender 

issues, social 

media and 

more. Please 

pray of our 

leaders and 

students as 

we navigate through understanding how God wants 

us to view the world.  

 

Winter Schedule 

IGNITE: Sundays at 6pm 

Guys Small Group: Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 

High School Retreat: March 24-26 in Ocean City, 

MD 

 

I pray that you find hope, comfort, rest, strength, 

trust and joy in the Lord and that you would 

become more and more like Christ.  
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MISSIONARY 
NEWS 
 

A PEEK FROM THE PEAK! 
- Liz Loeffler 

 

Thanks so much for your prayers! My walking boot 

came off January 5th and my driving privileges have 

been restored. 

 

Got my first swim in on that Saturday after months 

of inactivity and found out how very out of shape I 

am! It was also great to get behind the wheel once 

again and regain my independence. 

 

I’m so grateful for the many folks for all the 

assistance during my recuperation time! 

 

Later this month I’ll be flying to California for the 

wedding of one of my Asian students, a good interim 

trip before my next overseas trip. 

 

And when is that going to be? Good question! We 

are waiting to hear from our Asian partners for their 

acceptance of a proposal we made before the 

holidays, that we believe would jump start our 

second thrust there.   Your prayers for wisdom and 

discernment in all this is very much needed and 

appreciated. 

 

On the local front, I’ll be meeting with the Pastor of 

Adult Education at my church here in Colorado 

Springs, discussing the possibility of bringing this 

training into the church. We have done several 

introductory sessions and I have been working, albeit 

slowly, to see this become a reality for over five 

years now! Your prayers for this will be most 

appreciated. 

 

While we are waiting for our next move in Asia, I 

have not been idle. Being on the Leadership Team 

for the Women-to-Women Ministry Training at 

Entrust we have had several strategic planning 

meetings setting our goals for the next three years. 

 

Much work is also going on for our Certified 

Facilitators working retreat next month here in 

Colorado Springs, bringing in some of our key 

Facilitators from across the USA and Canada. 

 

Just today I have been asked to be Lead Facilitator 

for our Developing a Discerning Heart course in our 

new Mid-Atlantic hub the end of July/beginning of 

August this year -provided I’m not in Asia by then. 

 

I would LOVE to see two or three women from 

Roxborough Church attend! For information go to 

our website www.entrust4.org/wwmt/hubs and select 

Mid-Atlantic.  Contact me with any questions you 

may have - lloeffler@entrust4.org or 

liz.loeffler@gemission.org  

 

Another praise is for Glen and Jann Dell my latest 

recruits from my church here, who have taken on the 

roll of curriculum distributors - a huge job of 

checking that those ordering curriculum meet the 

requirements, as well as making sure materials sent 

are properly logged in and participants in our 

trainings inputted in the database.  While it is tedious 

administrative work it is essential to measuring the 

scope and effectiveness of our training. I’m so 

grateful they are quick learners, but even so, many 

hours have gone in to training them. Some of that 

training done at the rehab center where I was and 

some last week at my home. 

 

We are still working to finish the development of our 

database and electronic registration forms that will 

allow information to automatically flow into the 

database without spending hours on the inputting.   

 

There is an awful lot going on and I’d appreciate 

your prayers for proper time management of it all. 

While I attempted to keep up with the work flow 

during my recuperation, there still remains a backlog 

from that which makes me feel overwhelmed from 

time to time. 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for submitting articles and  

information to be included in the March/April 

2017 edition of  the Roxborough Church 

Newsletter is Monday, February 20
th
. 

 

http://www.entrust4.org/wwmt/hubs
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Why The Search For A Church  
That Meets Your Needs Is Futile 
--Carey Nieuwhof 
 

Any church leader who’s been in ministry for more than a few months has heard different 

variations of it: 

 

I’m looking for a church that meets my needs. 

What are you going to do to better meet my needs? 

I’m leaving this church to find one that better suits my needs.  

The longer a Christian has been in church, the more likely it is that they’ve uttered a phrase or 

two like this from time to time. 

I’m not against changing churches. I think everyone has one or maybe two church changes in 

them. Leaders change. The effectiveness of churches can vary in different seasons. And 

occasionally a church is downright toxic. I get that. 

 

One or two church changes (when living in the same community) is understandable. And it’s 

completely different from serial church shopping, which is a colossally bad phenomenon. 

The problem is deeper, though, than changing churches (as big a decision as that is). It’s about 

the purpose of the quest. Should the criteria of a church meeting your needs be the reason you 

change churches? Well, what if the church was never intended to meet your needs? What if 

the furthest thing from God’s mind when he created the church was to meet your needs? 

 

Here are 5 reasons why I believe trying to find a church that meets your needs is futile. 

 

1. A Church That Meets All Your Needs Is Probably Off-Mission 

If a church ever meets all your needs as a Christian, it’s probably off-mission. 

Because the church was never designed to meet all your needs. It was designed for 

glorifying God and showing his love to the world. A church that is only about 

meeting your needs is a church that’s focused on insiders while the world is quite 

literally going to hell. The attitude that the church exists to meet the needs of 

members is one more remnant of consumer-Christianity, which is a strand of Western 

Christianity that continues to die.  

 

2. You’ll Uproot All Your Non-Christian Friends 

If you’re drifting from church to church to satisfy your needs, what happens to all the 

non-Christian friends you’re building into? Oh wait… that almost never comes up in 

conversations with Christians who demand their needs be met. Because they usually 

have zero non-Christian friends. Their idea of church isn’t about the mission. It’s 

about them. Think about it. If you’re living out your faith and sincerely praying for 

friends who aren’t in a relationship with Christ, theoretically there are at least a 

handful of non-Christians who will be impacted by your move. But usually, that’s not 

even on the radar screen of Christians who move to satisfy their needs. Because there 

are zero non-Christians involved. 

 

3. Christianity Was Never About Satisfying Yourself 

The heart of the Christian faith isn’t about satisfying yourself, it’s about dying to 

yourself. If Christians stopped indulging their preferences and starting focusing on 

Christ and on helping others, the church would be so much healthier. It’s strange, but 

the happiest and healthiest people aren’t those who are focused on meeting their own 



needs. There is a demonstrated correlation between giving away time and money and 

experiencing a feeling of happiness. Perhaps it’s because that’s exactly how God 

designed us. Because when we give, we get. 

 

4. Your “Needs “Aren’t Usually Needs 

To be fair, we all have a few basic needs. A church should be biblically faithful. It 

should be reasonably healthy. And it should focus on the true mission of the church, 

which is to make disciples (not just be disciples but make disciples, which means 

reaching out). 

When someone says that a church doesn’t meet their needs, what they usually mean is 

a church doesn’t suit their preferences. When you drill down, ‘needs’ often means: 

Is this my kind of music?  Did the people notice me?  Do I like this place? 

A lot of Christians these days ask, “Did I like it?” And the moment they don’t, they’re 

done. When no church meets your needs, maybe you should check your ‘needs.’ 

 

If you really boil it down, because of the rise of consumer Christianity, too many 

church members think their mission is to criticize. A church member’s mission isn’t 

to criticize. It’s to contribute. Criticizing has never been the Gospel. And that’s never 

the best contribution we can make. 

 

5. Your Needs Are Never Satisfied 

Needs are like appetites. They grow when you feed them. You probably already know 

this, but if you’re always trying to satisfy your needs, you’ll never be satisfied. We all 

roll our eyes at the guy who ‘needs’ a new car, or a new computer, or a vacation, or a 

new phone when he pretty much has the latest (okay…confession…I can be that guy 

when it comes to tech….). The truth? Those aren’t needs. But that’s the problem with 

what we call needs. They’re never completely satisfied. 

 

So What Should You Do? 

So what should you do if you feel your current church doesn’t ‘meet your needs’? Maybe the 

best thing you can do is focus on the mission God has given you. Which happens to look an 

awful lot like the mission God gave all of us: to love the world for which he died. Chances are 

there’s a pastor who loves that mission, and maybe some other Christians in your church who 

are committed to that mission too. And if you give your life to it, you’ll discover your needs 

don’t matter nearly as much as they once did. In fact, you might even find them satisfied. If 

you take your eyes off what you want and begin to see what other people truly need, it will 

change how you live. 

 



 

    FUEL After School 
      Monday - Friday 
         3pm to 6pm 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TPP PreSCHOOL 
Ages 2, 3 & 4 

 

2, 3, & 5 Day Programs   
8:30am - 2pm 

 

 

Short-term Missions 
aimed at helping our neighbors 

  
  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Food Pantry 

Every Thursday 11am to 1pm 

Meeting the needs of the Community 

 

 
Roxborough Church 

8230 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA   19128 
 
Address Correction Requested 

          DATED MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Roxborough Church 
    8230 Ridge Avenue * Philadelphia, PA  19128 

           215-483-2762  *  www.roxboroughchurch.org  

         roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
  Office Hours: Monday  to Thursday – 1 pm to 4 pm 

  
 
 

Church Staff: 
  

Rev. Raymond Garcia. . . . . . . .  pastorray@roxboroughchurch.org 
    Pastor 

Dan DiScala   . . . . . . . . . . . . maintenance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Sexton 

Janice Fetscher . .. . . . . . . . . . . roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Administrative Assistant  

Amy Haller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .amy.e.haller@gmail.com 

    Hospitality Coordinator 
Joan Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Finance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Treasurer 

Scott Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Worship@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Director of Worship & Music   

Matthew Hillanbrand . . . . . . . . . .rpcyouth@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Youth Director 

Amy Karl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .amykarl@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Food Ministry Coordinator  

Jahlil Davis-Green. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. jahlildavisgreen@gmail.com  
    Interim Children’s Director 
 

 

RPC Elders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .elders@roxboroughchurch.org  
    RPC Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deacons@roxboroughchurch.org  
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