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A few words from Pastor Ray

 
What a blessing!  As a youthful and growing, urban 

influencing, ministry in Northwest Philly, I am 

continually excited to see how God sets us up to 

minister faithfully in this great city.  We have enjoyed 

the blessings of working with a great staff, and while 

we have spent the last few years in seasons of 

transition, we have each been blessed by the faithful 

ministry and witness expressed through our great 

team.  I have personally grown to take great pride in 

the ways that our church has set our staff up to be 

successful, giving them space to dream, opportunities 

to seek to excel, and setting them up for a long-term 

future in ministry.  These thoughts are increasingly 

present each year as we approach June, which has 

proven to be one of the natural breaks in our ministry 

rhythms.  This year is no different…through our 

spring this year, we will be saying goodbye to 2 of 

our most influential staffers, only to trust the Lord to 

continue to draw into our fold new staff that will 

continue and even heighten the standards that precede 

them.   

 

Christina Platt has served as TPP’s Preschool Director 

and most recently as the Interim Director of 

Education Assistance with a major component of her 

ministry to provide joint leadership with Roxborough 

Church over the Nursery and Children’s 

programming.  As Christina moves on to other 

adventures and ministry opportunities, I am very 

thankful for the ways that she has helped to shape our 

children & family ministry here at 

Roxborough.  Thank you Christina.   

 

 

 

Jahlil Davis-Green has served in many differing 

capacities over the last 4 years.  Currently Jahlil 

serves as the Interim Children’s Pastor.  Jahlil is 

going to pursue teaching here in Philadelphia 

through Teach for America. He has recently 

received his placement for the fall and is excited to 

finish his credentialing so that he is ready for 

September.  Jahlil has handed off his ministry 

efforts to our new Children’s Ministry 

Director Ricky Gomez.   

 

It is impossible to capture in this article the impact 

that these folks have had on our ministry.  It is also 

unfitting to try and project the impact that our new 

staff will have in the wake of this 

transition.  However, it is befitting to suggest that 

God is still in control.  God is seeing us through this 

season with joy and excitement.  I am very pleased 

to introduce each of you to Mallorie 

Benensky.  Mallorie is our newest staff person 

serving as our Nursery Coordinator.  As the summer 

turns us toward the fall, please prayerfully consider 

how and where you might best engage in the 

ministry of the church in the fall.  I am very pleased 

to see and seek what God has ahead of us.   

 

Praying and serving together, 

Pastor Ray Garcia 

 
 



 

BIRTHDAYS 
   July 
 7/8 Anita Wade 
 7/16 James Wade 
 7/18 Karen Vecchione 
 7/20 Elijah Cropf 
   August 
 8/5 Cadence Garcia 
 8/8  Diane Hughes 
 8/23  Joan Fitzgerald 
 8/26 Brandon Cabibbo   
  
If your birthday has not been listed, please contact the 
church office, we would like to include everyone on our 
Birthday List! 
 

Table Talk 
-Amy Karl, Food Ministry Coordinator 
  

Just in case you haven't noticed, it's summer. This means 

The Philadelphia Project interns have arrived. There are 

three interns who are working with Mercy Ministry. They 

get to go out and be the hands and feet of Christ to our 

neighbors performing acts of kindness daily. Weekly 

during the summer Tasheem will bring a group of visiting 

students through The Table to assist in any way possible. 

Thank you Philadelphia Project for standing beside us, 

educating students to be servants of Christ, and showing 

the different ways help is needed in our city. 

 

Wow, what a process putting in the walk-in has been.  We 

had such a rainy spring, it was hard to get consecutive nice 

days to complete the outside work.  Everything is now 

running, and the walk-in is fully installed. Words cannot 

express the level of excitement and gratitude wrapped 

around this endeavor. Thank you WW Smith for the grant 

to purchase and thank you Summer's Quality Services for 

the installation!  We will be making good use of the walk-

in for donated items from grocery stores, and to hold the 

city lunches for the children of summer camp. We get in a 

lot of fresh items from Trader Joe's, the picture shows 

close to 30 boxes received in early June. God is Good! 
 

Hunger does not take a summer vacation.  The Table will 

be feeding lunches, and serving approximately 40 families 

per week.  Please, when you are at the grocery next, pick 

up an extra pasta, sauce, jelly, gallon baggies or breakfast 

food, and place it in the shopping cart. Guests of The 

Table truly appreciate your generosity. 

 

 
 

 During our weekly devotions, we remember to  

acknowledge where our food comes from, and the look of 

thanks on the faces of our guests is humbling.  As I get to 

know the guests, and their stories, we are able to assist 

them according to some of their special needs due to your 

donations, we appreciate every last item.  Thank you, 

Thank you, Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
 

 
 

Elder Diner has been a lot of fun.  We celebrated 

everyone’s birthday in June with a BBQ, and a party 

including some games.  Everyone enjoyed having the Pre-

School perform.  There will not be an Elder Diner for July, 

however, we’ll see you on August 7 with another bunch of 

games, puzzles, and fun. 
  

Be a Blessing and Be Blessed. 



 
MISSIONARY 
NEWS 

 
A PEEK FROM THE PEAK! 

- Liz Loeffler 
 

Yipes!   Life has been crazy this spring and it’s 
continuing into the summer. 
 

The end of March, after two years of negotiation 
with our partners in Asia, that door closed.   They 
were after much more of a business model than 
what we could present to them.   We both agreed 
that the training had to be self-sustaining, but we 
differed on the methods to be used to do that.   
The number of trainings that would have had to 
happen by their way, we simply didn’t have the 
personnel support. 
 

It was disappointing to be sure, but then another 
door opened up to us with another publisher right 
in our own backyard --- David C. Cook (DCC).   I 
believe at one point RPC used to use their Sunday 
School curriculum.   They are only about a half 
hour away from my home and have a beautiful 
facility in the north of Colorado Springs. 
 

Since mid-April we have had four meetings with 
them and actually we are at about the same point 
that we were with our in-country partners after two 
years. 
 

The exciting thing about DCC is the technology 
they are developing that will make getting our 
participants through their preparation for our small 
groups training much more accessible.    
From our years of traveling there we learn this 
Asian country literally runs on APPs --- those cute 
little icons on smart phones that do about 
everything except breath for you!   WIFI is 
everywhere and people are on their phone 24/7.    
 

Many have long commutes to and from work when 
a vast about of reading and watching training video 
could be done.   Doesn’t totally supplant the quality 
time alone with the Lord in prep for our training, but 
we feel with DCC help and expertise along  these 
line, developing a training platform APPswill 
enhance our training and be a good way to track 
who is keeping up with the pre-work prior to our 
time together and who needs a little more 
encouragement to do so. 
 

About a month ago I was asked to facilitate at our 
new training hub in Marriottsville, MD the end of 
July beginning of August.   After which I’m planning 
to come to Philly for a two weeks and try to see as 
many folks as I can.   Drop me a quick email if 
you’d like me to contact you for a time to get 
together.   It’s going to be like “speed dating” with 
my time so short, nevertheless I still would love 
some time with my Roxborough Church family. 
 

Contact me at liz.loeffler@gemission.org if you see 
this a possibility or call me at 267-984-7721. 
 

I hope to have time with several of you in August 
and bring you up to date face-to-face in all that the 
Lord is doing. 
 

In closing thanks so much for your prayers for my 
rehab from my fall off the bottom steps into my 
downstairs last October.   I’m practically at 100% 
and expect to be released soon from my twice a 
month physical therapy appointments.    
 

At  my discharge appointment with my surgeon 
back in January, he confirmed that I dislocated my 
right ankle, broke both of the ankle bones in that 
foot AND, both leg bones in my right leg --- I 
certainly don’t do things halfway!   
 

I can’t believe how well I’ve healed after all that 
damage.   I have to believe it is through the prayer 
of God’s people I have had such a marvelous 
recovery.   Thank you for your prayers on my 
behalf for all of this! 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Newsletter Deadline  

 

The deadline for submitting articles  

and information to be included in  

the September/October 2017 edition  

of  the Roxborough Church Newsletter  

is Monday, August 21 
 

 

mailto:liz.loeffler@gemission.org


 

 
 

Youth Update from 

Pastor Matt Hillanbrand 
 

Meet Our Summer Intern: Brooke Cobb 
 

My name is 
Brooke Cobb, 
I am 22 years 
old. I was 
born and 
raised in 
Longboat 
Key Florida. I 
absolutely 
love getting 
to spend time 
with others 
and getting to 

talk about Jesus with them. I started participating in 
a local outreach where I live in Florida when I was 
in the seventh grade called Adopt a Block. Adopt a 
Block was an neighborhood outreach where any 
age group could come out and hangout with us 
while we got to serve them in whatever way that 
God allowed us to. At that time that sparked a 
major passion in me to start getting involved with 
children more. After that I started doing children’s 
ministry at two different local Churches. God has 
really put a desire on my heart to tell others about 
Him and His love and grace that He has towards 
us! God has shown me from my own testimony 
that His grace is never ending towards us. He 
longs to draw us deeper into relationship with Him 
and as He has pulled me closer to Him, that has 
developed a spark for others to know about that 
same grace. I recently told God “help me to say 
yes to you no matter what”, and shortly there after 
He opened this door to come to Philadelphia to be 
the intern for the Summer to work with middle 
school and high school students. I am so excited to 
see how God is going to move this Summer in the 

lives of those students and also here in this 
Church. 
 
Continued Prayer 
Church I am currently praying and looking for 4 
adults (2 men and 2 women) to join us in serving 
our students on Sunday evenings. If serving 
middle school or high school students seems like 
a dream ministry to you, then we are the right 
place for you to serve!  Please email me at 
youth@roxboroughchurch.org for more info.  
 
 
Transitions 
At the end of this school year we had to say 
good-bye to some incredible youth leaders, Sly, 
Amy, and Sabrina. Sly and Amy had gotten 
married this past April and the Lord had called 
them to Colorado to work with kids and college 
students. Sabrina has moved to New Jersey 
where she will be running a beauty salon for 
cancer patients. Pretty cool, huh! We are sad to 
see them go, but are very grateful for the 
investment that all three had made in our 
students.  
 
We also had two of our students graduate high 
school 
this 
year: 
Kacey 
and 
Ceoila. It 
was so 
great to 
see how 
the Lord 
has 
grown 
them in their time with us and we are so excited 
for what is in store for them in college.  
 
Please keep everyone mentioned in prayer as 
they embark on their new journeys ahead. 
 
Summer Schedule 
IGNITE: Mondays at noon 
Guys & Girls Small Groups: Wednesdays @ 3 
pm 
Mission Trips: July2-8 and July 24-30 
 
I pray that you find hope, comfort, rest, strength, 
trust and joy in the Lord and that you would 
become more and more like Christ. 

mailto:youth@roxboroughchurch.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hey everyone! I hope that you are enjoying your 

summer. This month I’d like to share an article I 

recently read about the importance of theology in our 

corporate worship. This article focuses on musicians, 

but I think that it is applicable to everyone. I hope you 

find it a blessing. 

  

Why Theology Matters to 

Christian Musicians 

by Bob Kauflin 

 

This past weekend I spoke at the Christian Musician 

Summit on Why Theology Matters to Christian 

musicians. When Christian musicians get together, 

our tendency is to assume we all have our theology 

down and we can focus on honing our chops, 

discovering new gear, and improving our techniques 

and methodologies. Or maybe we think that theology 

isn’t that important. Whatever the reason, I wanted to 

make clear that even at the Christian Musicians 

Summit, theology matters. I started by saying that 

theology is literally the “study of God,” particularly 

as he has revealed himself in Scripture. It includes not 

only studying the Bible, but understanding how the 

different parts of the Bible fit together. Christian 

musicians need to know theology. But before I 

explained why, I shared four potential objections 

people might have. 
 

1. People just argue about theology. 

Yes. Partly because we’re sinful. But mostly because 

there are some truths that are worth defending and 

fighting for. Even dying for. 
 

2. Theology just makes life complicated. 

It depends on what you mean by complicated. If you 

think that knowing how to play your instrument 

makes it complicated, then yes, theology makes life 

complicated. Theology doesn’t make like 

complicated. It actually makes life simpler. It protects 

us from reading verses out of context or reading only 

our favorite passages. Theology tells us what words 

like glory, gospel, salvation, and love mean. Theology 

helps us understand what we’re actually doing every 

Sunday. What complicates life is not theology but 

ignorance of theology. 
 

3. Studying theology makes people proud. 

It shouldn’t. The better we know God, the humbler 

we should be. The more we should realize that what 

we know will always be dwarfed by what we don’t 

know. 
 

4. We’ll never know it all anyway. 

Just because we can’t know everything about God, 

doesn’t mean we can’t know some things truly. God 

has revealed himself to us in his word and given us 

his Spirit so that we can know him. 

 

I then went on to give three reasons why theology 

should matter to Christian musicians. 

 

1. You’re already a theologian. - Every Christian, 

musical or otherwise, is already a theologian. The 

question is, are you a good theologian or a bad one? 

We’re good theologians if what we say and think 

about God lines up with what Scripture says and 

affirms. We’re bad theologians if our view of God is 

vague, or if we think God doesn’t really mind sin, or 

is we see Jesus as a good example and not a Savior, or 

if we our god is too small to overcome evil or too big 

to care about us. 

 

2. God reveals himself primarily through words, not 

music. - Because we’ve encountered God profoundly 

during times of musical worship, we can wrongly 

start assuming that words restrict the Spirit, while 

music enables us to experience God in fresh and 

powerful ways. If God had wanted us to know him 

primarily through music, the Bible would be a 

soundtrack, not a book. Music affects and helps us in 

many ways, but it doesn’t replace truth about God. By 

itself, music can never help us understand the 

meaning of God’s self-existence, the nature of the 

Incarnation, or Christ’s substitutionary atonement. 

Simply put, truth outlasts tunes. 

 

3. Being good theologians makes us better musicians. 

 - Theology teaches us what music is meant to do. 
 - Theology teaches us that worship is more than music. 

 - Theology teaches us that Jesus is better than music 

A  
Word  

on 
Worship  

      
 

- Scott Granato,  
Director, Music 

& Worship 
 

http://www.worshipmatters.com/author/bkauflin/


SummerFriends 2017 - The Great Adventure! 
 

Save the Dates! Monday July 31st through Friday August 4th  
 

Click here for On-Line Registration 

 

Hope to see you out! 

Plan on "hanging out" with your Summer Friends, 

 

All your SummerFriends are Coming!!! 
 

Sign up and be part of the adventure  
 

Each evening from 6-8PM, THE GREAT ADVENTURE Summer Friends, an evening  

VBS that is FREE and allows kids to EXPLORE their interests while learning all about  

the ADVENTURE of Moses! Your kids will enjoy music, skits & workshops while making friends  

and learning more about Jesus! For ages 3 years through 6th grade - we have an age appropriate 

 program ready for everyone! Each Workshop has a leader that has a talent so learning about  

that particular area is challenging and interesting. 

 

For 2017 ~ THE GREAT ADVENTURE! 
 

 
 

Designed to give children a biblical understanding of what it means to be a Christian and walk with God.  
 

SUMMER 2017 

Expert led fun workshops designed for kids,  

to encourage curiosity,  

personal development,  

friendships and confidence  

 
Outreach of the Roxborough Church | 8230 Ridge Avenue | Philadelphia | PA | 19128 | 215.483.2762 

 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/C8wxplQZMPgtIeWU2


 

    FUEL After School 
      Monday - Friday 
         3pm to 6pm 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TPP PreSCHOOL 
Ages 2, 3 & 4 

 

2, 3, & 5 Day Programs   
8:30am - 2pm 

 

 

Short-term Missions 
aimed at helping our neighbors 

  
  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Food Pantry 

Every Thursday 11am to 1pm 

Meeting the needs of the Community 

 

Roxborough Church 

8230 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA   19128 
 
Address Correction Requested 

          DATED MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Roxborough Church 
    8230 Ridge Avenue * Philadelphia, PA  19128 

           215-483-2762  *  www.roxboroughchurch.org  

         roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
  Office Hours: Monday  to Thursday – 1 pm to 4 pm 

  

 
 
 

Church Staff: 
  

Rev. Raymond Garcia. . . . . . . .  pastorray@roxboroughchurch.org 
    Pastor 
 

Dan DiScala   . . . . . . . . . . . . maintenance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Sexton 
 

Janice Fetscher . .. . . . . . . . . . . roxpresby@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Administrative Assistant  
 

Ricky Gomez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  rgomezjr424@gmail.com  
    Children’s Ministry Director 

Joan Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Finance@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Treasurer 
 

Scott Granato . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Worship@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Director of Worship & Music   
 

Mallorie Benensky.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mbenensky@yahoo.com  
    Nursery Coordinator 
 

Matthew Hillanbrand . . . . . . . . . .rpcyouth@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Youth Director 
 

Amy Karl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .amykarl@roxboroughchurch.org  
    Food Ministry Coordinator  
 

 

RPC Elders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .elders@roxboroughchurch.org  
    RPC Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deacons@roxboroughchurch.org  
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